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Something About the Klein Products. 
The life of a business can be compared with the life of 


individuals of the genus 
homo, of which some de- 
part after only a very 
brief existence, some af- 
ter struggling along to 
youth or middle age, 
some to the three score 
and ten, weathering all 
storms, and like the bur- 
ly oak remain vigorous 
and virile. 

It is one of the aims 
of all business men to be- 
come acquainted’ with 
each other, so it may not 
be amiss to picture a little 
of the history of the 
house of Mathias Klein 
& Sons, Chicago, in the 
hope that it wll interest 


some of its customers and may also suggest some talking 
points to salesmen who handle Klein tools. 


The busi- 
ness was 
founded in 
1857, in the 
city of Chi- 
cago, by 
Mathias 
Klein (who, 
by the way, is 
still active at 
eighty-five 
years of age), 
on a very 
humble basis; 
in fact, as 
boss, work- 
man and _ er- 
rand boy. The 
business made 
progress stead- 
ily, however. 
In those early 
days line- 


men’s tools were not in great demand. 
not until the early 60’s when the taking over of the IIli- 


& Mississippi Tele- 
graph Co. resulted in the 
formation of the Western 
Union Telegraph Co. and 
resulting expansion of the 
telegraph, which brought 
Mr. Klein in contact with 
the construction department 
of this company, that the 
manufacture of  linemen’s 
tools was taken up. 

The extent of the field at 
that time was the Western 
Union Telegraph Co. solely. 


nois 


Its requirements then were small, but with this small be- 
ginning the business increased slowly but gradually. After 
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Early home of Kiein factory—Mathias Kiein in foreground. 
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‘In fact, it was 
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several removals and increases in space and capacity the 
great Chicago fire found the shop of Mr. Klein on Dear- 


born street, on the site 
of the present Great 
Northern Hotel. The fire 
destroyed the shop total- 
ly, but not the confidence 
and pioneer courage of 
Mr. Klein, who set about 
immediately to rebuild. 
Before the ashes. had 
well cooled lumber was 
on the spot and a frame 
shop was in course of 
erection. 

Th‘s shop is shown on 
some of the photographs 
of the fire ruins, and was 
one of the first buildings 
erected; it stood until 
1881, when the property 
at the present site was ac- 


quired and the business was moved to its present loca- 
tion, across the river on the West Side. 


Here his newly 
erected shop 
was a two 
story and 
base ment 
building, 25x 
50 ft. and the 
writer (J. M. 
Klein) re- 
members his 
father re- 
marking: “If 
I can get 
work enough 
to occupy this 
building in 
full, it will be 
all that I will 
ever require.” 
Yet it was not 
long when an 
addition was 
found neces- 
sary which 


was used and stood until 1891, when it gave way to a per- 
manent addition of 50x70 ft., three stories high. 


In 1900 
it was again found neces- 
sary to make aq further ad- 
dition. In 1906 this also 
proved inadequate and, no 
further ground space being 
available on this site, fur- 
ther building was transferred 
to the North Side of the 
city, where an auxilary fac- 
tory, 50x 100 ft., was erect- 
ed, and equipped with a 
modern gas producer and 
engine power plant, dyna- 
mos, electric light and steam 


The drawing shows both factories as one. 
The factory on the West Side is located at 562-564 West 
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Van Buren street, two blocks west of the Chicago River. 
It occupies a ground space of 50 x 100 ft. and is three stories 
high. Power is furnished by a 100 horsepower Corliss en- 
gine. The basement contains the heavy machinery, 
presses, hammers and grinding machinery, the latter pro- 
vided with an exhaust system that carries away all dust. 
The second and third floors are occupied as_ finishing 
shops and contain the hitters’ benches, drill presses, mill- 
ing machines and the office is on the second floor. The 
North Side factory, located at 1510-1514 Clybourn avenue, 
occupies a ground space of 75 x 200 ft. 

The present buildings are occupied as forging shops, 
machine and assembling shop, warehouse and barn. Power 
is derived from a 60 horsepower Munzel producer gas en- 
gine, and is distributed partly by direct belting and partly 
by dynamo, which also furnishes current for illumination. 
The first floor is occupied as power plant and forging 
shop and the warehouse is in a separate building adjoin- 
ing. In the second and third floors are the grinding and 
milling machines, and fitters’ benches. The buildings are 
substantially put up of brick and cement construction. 

The West Side factory is principally engaged in the 
manufacture of Klein pliers, while at the North Side plant 
sundry items comprising the line of Klein product are 
manufactured. 

From this brief history it becomes obvious that Klein 
tools have a place in the ‘“pioneers’ niche” in the electrical 
construction field, also that there must be something back 
of Klein product to account for the repeated expansion 
of the business, to keep its capacity matched with the 
ever-increasing demand—and there is something back of 
it. There is, as a foundation on which the business was 
builded, the determination to maintain quality, to design 
on a basis of utility, to execute on a basis of reliability 
and fitness, and to conduct the business on lines of fair- 
ness and equity. This policy was the corner stone laid 
by the builder in 1857 and the structure has been raised 
and is being continued in the mold of tts conception. 
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